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From the Pastor’s Desk

It is funny in a way: We live in a time of powerful
cultural shifts and, yet, there are parts of reality that
are unlikely to ever change. The plight of the church
as an institution has many of us concerned —
sometimes to a degree that we lose sight of what is
functioning still in our local houses of worship. Yet
despite all the spiritual and administrative turmoil
caused by these circumstances, there are moments
when we are simply reminded that God still
provides.

One such moment happened to me when I was right
in the middle of moving my office from the First
Reformed Church in New Brunswick to our church
here in Spotswood. Somehow, the time had passed
quicker than my helpers and I had noticed; and in
the end of the day, I found myself happy but
exhausted with a bunch of empty moving boxes in
the parking lot facing the Pixie playground. The sun
was going down; everybody had left, and the scene
in front of my eyes reminded me of the beginning of
one of my favorite hymns, “Fast falls the eventide ...”

Abide with me, fast falls the eventide;
The darkness deepens Lord, with me abide!
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,
Help of the helpless, oh, abide with me.

These words, you know, really go back to one of the
founding stories of early Christianity, the story of
Emmaus. After the crucifixion, two of the Lord’s
disciples were journeying to the town of this name
when a third traveler joined them. They did not
know who he was, but he sure knew how to explain
the sad events in Jerusalem to them. As they arrived
at the village, the stranger wanted to move on. But
one of the disciples urged him to stay and introduced
his plea with reference to the fast falling eventide.
Shortly thereafter, the stranger revealed himself as
the resurrected Lord.

I had none of this when I stepped out into the
parking lot that evening. But the hymn was on my
mind. And I grew still and saw and prayed. There
was a doe in front of me right on the patch of grass
that precedes the edge of the woods on the other side
of Pixie. And two robins were having a marital
argument in front of it. By the fence of the
parsonage, there was a chipmunk observing all this.
And above me? An entire squadron of martins was
hunting high in the clouds. I stood there and
marveled. How well organized all this took place
without a human hand in it!

As you and I now go together into a new school and
work year, may the church provide us with similar
experiences of God’s ongoing provision! Yes,
eventide is a reality at the end of each day, each
period of life, and, of course, our life span itself. But
God does not cease to love us and to be present in
our troubles. In the weeks to come, may you be
prompted by God’s loving care to sing with me
another stanza from “Abide with Me”:

I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless:
Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness.
Where is death's sting?

Where, grave, thy victory?

I triumph still, if Thou abide with me.

With fond wishes, wherever you are!
Pastor Hartmut
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Pastor Hartmut’s Bio

Rev. Dr. Hartmut Kramer-Mills is a native of Germany
and received most of his theological education there, at
the universities of Heidelberg and Marburg. He also
studied at McCormick Theological Seminary in Chicago
where he received his Master of Divinity. He holds a
doctorate in theology from Greifswald University. For
several years, he taught Church History at the Teacher’s
College in Erfurt, Germany. With the exception of the
church of St. Wenzel in Naumburg, Germany, where he
was vicar in 1990, Hartmut has always served smaller
congregations. He enjoys the intergenerational settings
of smaller places and the "signature activities", by which
their church families oftentimes express their particular
identity.

For many here, Pastor Hartmut is not a stranger because
he served our congregation as interim pastor from 1999
to 2000. His most recent pastorate at the First Reformed
Church of New Brunswick was shared with his wife Susan,
ez a native of New Jersey.
Susan remains at First
Reformed Church as the
Executive Director of
Dina’s Dwellings, a
supportive housing
project for victims of
domestic violence. She
is also the Executive
Minister for the Classis
of New Brunswick, our local denominational district.
Pastors Hartmut and Susan live currently in Jamesburg.
Their older daughter Lillian and her family are in Merced,
CA. Their younger daughter Allison lives in Washington,
D.C.

Pastor Hartmut’s Office Hours
and Contact Information

Pastor Hartmut officially began serving at our church on
August 1st. You may reach Pastor Hartmut via email at
PastorHartmut@gmail.com or by calling the church
office. Pastor Hartmut will be in the office on Monday,
Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 9 to Noon, and on
Wednesday evenings from 5 to 7. Please feel free to stop
in during these hours, but please be aware that these
hours are subject to
change. You may
want to schedule a
time to meet with
Pastor Hartmut, as
he may be called
away at any time
for pastoral care. It
is also possible that
he will be meeting
with someone and you may need to wait.
Pastor Hartmut’s scheduled days off will be off Friday and
Saturday, but this, too, is subject to change.

September/October 2017

Worship Team

September and October begins a busy time of worship for
our church! The choir and ministry of music returns and
Pastor Hartmut has arrived and begun his ministry with
us.

) Do this in
I will be away for a month remembrance
beginning on September 7th, but of me.
Lisa Romero will be here working ;e 22 19
with the choir and playing at -
worship while I am gone.

October 1st is World
Communion Sunday where we
celebrate with the church universal
the communion of our Lord and
Savior. October 29th is
Reformation Sunday.

Communion
Sunday

The Worship Team will meet on Tuesday, October 24th at
7:30 PM. Please let me know if you will not be able to
attend.

Our Gathered Community Comes
Together

Sunday, September 3
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Communion Service
Please remember your CUP Offering

Sunday, September 10
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Regular Worship Service
Ministry of Music: Mark Ruckdeschel

Sunday, September 17
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Praise Team leads Worship
Walk-Up Communion Service
Please remember your CUP Offering

Sunday, September 24
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Regular Worship Service
Ministry of Music: Michelle Tennill and Jan Ortt

Sunday, October 1
World Communion Sunday
Walk-Up Communion Service
Please remember your CUP Offering
Ministry of Music: Chancel Choir

Sunday, October 8
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Regular Worship Service
Ministry of Music: Chancel Choir

Sunday, October 15
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Praise Team leads Worship
Communion Service
Please remember your CUP Offering

Sunday, October 22
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
Regular Worship Service
Ministry of Music: Chancel Choir
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Sunday, October 29
Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost
Reformation Sunday
Regular Worship Service
Ministry of Music: Chancel Choir

Sunday, October 22
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
Regular Worship Service
Ministry of Music: Chancel Choir

Sunday, October 29
Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost
Reformation Sunday
Regular Worship Service
Ministry of Music: Chancel Choir

LITURGISTS

9/10 Mark Ruckdeschel
9/17 Praise Team
9/24 Margaret Tierney

10/8 Dave Sliker
10/15 Praise Team
10/22 Jan Ortt

CHILDREN’S SERMONS

9/10 Pat Hampson
9/24 Mark Ruckdeschel

10/8 Pat Hampson
10/22 Kathy Romero

GREETERS

9/3 Nancy Goretskie
9/10 Chuck Hager
9/17 Volunteer Needed
9/24 Nancy Goretskie

10/1 Betty Duffy
10/8 Volunteer Needed

10/15 Volunteer Needed
10/22 Volunteer Needed
10/29 Volunteer Needed

If you are unable to serve on any of the dates listed
above, please find someone to cover for you. Please let
Sherry Ruckdeschel know of any changes to this
schedule. Thank you!

“Shout forjoy to the Lord, all the earth! Worship
the Lord with gladness!” (Psalm 100)

Kathy Romero for
The Worship Team

The Lectionary for September

September 3 — Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Exodus 3:1-15; Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45;

Jeremiah 15:15-21; Psalm 26:1-8; Romans 12:9-21;
Matthew 16:21-28

September 10 - Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Exodus 12:1-14; Psalm 149; Ezekiel 33:7-11;
Psalm 119:33-40; Romans 13:8-14;

Matthew 18:15-20
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September 17 — Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Exodus 14:19-31; Psalm 114 or

Exodus 15:1-11, 20-21; Genesis 50:15-21;

Psalm 103:(1-7), 8-13; Romans 14:1-12;
Matthew 18:21-35

September 24  — Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Exodus 16:2-15; Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45;

Jonah 3:10-4:11; Psalm 145:1-8;

Philippians 1:21-30; Matthew 20:1-16

~ A

The Lectionary for October

October 1 — Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost and
World Communion Sunday

Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16;

Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32; Psalm 25:1-9;

Philippians 2:1-13; Matthew 21:23-32

October 8 — Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20; Psalm 19;

Isaiah 5:1-7; Psalm 80:7-15;

Philippians 3:4-14; Matthew 21:33-46

October 15 — Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Exodus 32:1-14; Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23;

Isaiah 25:1-9; Psalim 23; Philippians 4:1-9;
Matthew 22:1-14

October 22 — Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
Exodus 33:12-23; Psalm 99; Isaiah 45:1-7;
Psalm 96:1-9, (10-13); 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10;
Matthew 22:15-22

October 29 — Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost
Deuteronomy 34:1-12; Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17;
Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18; Psalm 1;

1 Thessalonians 2:1-8; Matthew 22:34-46

Christian Education Team

It’s hard to believe that Summer is coming to a close. In
a few weeks, we’ll be sending the kids back to school and
here at SRC, Sunday School will begin. To that end, let
me keep you all posted as to a few key dates you’ll want to
put on your calendars! Sunday, September 10th, will
mark the beginning of our Confirmation Class. The class
will meet at 9:00 AM. September 10th will also be the day
we celebrate Rally Day with coffee hour following the
Worship service! Sunday School classes will begin the
following Sunday on September 17th.
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The Adult Education Class will be studying Beyond the
Comma: Life at the Intersection by Robert Chase
beginning on Sunday, September 10th. Robert Chase is
an executive director at the Collegiate Church of New
York, the oldest organization within the Reformed Church
in America. He is also a graduate of New Brunswick
Theological Seminary. The book wants to raise our
awareness “of the simultaneous intersections [of life] that
confront us in each moment.” In “vulnerable times” these
intersections can overwhelm us, but during ordinary
times they are frequently ignored. Chase is looking for
“best practices” to navigate life’s intersections, even if
traditions, patterns of behavior, and limited worldviews
are trying to hold us back.

Never. Stop. Learning.

Christian Education is such a vital part of our Christian
journey. I would ask that you keep the Sunday School
children, the members of the Confirmation Class, and
members of the Adult Education Class in your prayers as
each one of the students continues their search for biblical
truths throughout the coming program year.

Mark Ruckdeschel for
The Christian Education Team

Self-Study Team

Now that we have entered into a contract with
Pastor Hartmut the Self Study Team will begin their work
in earnest.

Why do we need to do a Self-Study?

Our denomination has an ordered approach to being able
to call a Pastor to a church to be their Ordained Minister.
Part of that process includes doing a self-study of who
they are — demographics and church administrative
information. It also includes where they are in their
worship and missional walk, where they envision
themselves being in the future as Christ’s body in the
world, and where they, as a community, see and feel God’s
pull for them to minister to His world.

Who is on the Self Study Team?

The Team members include Junetta Bunce, Nancy Cano,
Rita Hussey, Carrie Lawrence, Jim Lockwood, Kathy
Romero, Mark Ruckdeschel, and Mia Styles

If anyone else feels that this is a group that you are feeling
called to be a part of, please let Kathy or Carrie know.
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What are the steps that will be taken to
complete the Self Study?

In September, the Team will be preparing a Church
Profile form that addresses the areas of our history, our
membership, our worship, our education, our finances,
our buildings and grounds, our staff and consistory, and
our local community around us.

In October, the Team will meet together, along with
having advice and guidance from our Classis Supervisor,
Pastor David, to determine how to engage the
congregation in visioning and determining how we feel
God’s pull for us to minister to the community. This is the
meat of the study — and will not only serve to let others
know where we are and what we consider to be our ways
to use the giftedness of our church community, but will
also help us to become more aware of it!!!

So, please watch for announcements and ongoing
information in our bulletins, newsletters and email blasts!

Kathy Romero for
The Self-Study Team

Elizabeth Circle

Annual Bazaar — November 10th

The Annual Bazaar is planned for Friday,
November 10th, from10 AM to 8 PM. Saturday
November 11th is reserved for clean-up day. Help is
needed in the following areas: Bake Shop, Gift
items (home crafted articles are most sought
after), Trash and Treasure (good items that are no
longer needed) and the Quilt Raffle.  Your participation
in any of these projects is very much appreciated. If
you can contribute in any of these areas, please bring the
items to the church on Thursday, November gth as we
plan to set-up on that day. We certainly appreciate help
on this day as well as clean-up day on Saturday morning.

We ask that you not bring clothing or large
furniture.  Please save these for the Rummage Sale.

A signup sheet will be placed in the Narthex in October
2017.

Junetta Bunce for
The Elizabeth Circle

Quilt Raffle Ticket Sales

The quilters have been
working all summer preparing
this year’s homemade quilt. It
is called, “Visions of Color.”
Raffle tickets are available
now and may be purchased
from any member of the
Elizabeth Circle. A flyer will
be posted soon. The quilters
have extended an invitation to anyone who would like to
see the quilt now located in Woodmere or if you are a
quilter, we would love to have you join us.

Peggy White for
The Elizabeth Circle
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Crafter’s Show

The Elizabeth Circle is sponsoring a Crafter’s Show on
Saturday, December 2nd. Crafters are need. Only hand-
made items, please. If you would like to participate in the
show, tables are available at $25 each. Please see me or
leave a message with the church office.

Judie Nicol for
The Elizabeth Circle

Pixie Preschool

Pixie is gearing up for our 48t year. It all begins on
September 6th. Our teachers and assistants have been
working hard to prepare their classrooms for all their
incoming students. We’d like to thank Silvana and Cassie
for our beautiful

bulletin board \
hanging in our
front entrance. ,/
I'd like to

announce that

Pre-K class starting this year. She has worked hard, along
with her daughters, nieces and nephew, all summer to

They truly out  Back to school
V]
Kim Miller will
decorate and set up her classroom. I'm confident that she

did themselves. Xy
be teaching our
will be a great addition to our teaching staff.

Our fundraising efforts last year made it possible for us

to purchase new equipment for the big room. The
children love playing in their new play house, kitchen and
library nook. Pixie’s first fundraiser, Kids Stuff Books,
begins in September. Please let us know if you are
interested in purchasing one. The cost is $25 and Pixie
profits $12.50 for each book sold.

In October, we have our traditional Halloween parade to
look forward to. If you want to bring a smile to your face
just come to see our little goblins dressed in their
costumes and hear them sing their songs on October 30th
and 31st.

Our teachers will also be taking the children to area farms
for their first field trip. They will be picking apples and
pumpkins. This experience will reinforce what they are
learning about the fall season.

Gail Parizman
Director, Pixie Preschool
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' Romans 15:13
An Exciting Interfaith Initiative

by Pastor Hartmut

On occasion, some of us feel critical about our
denomination: conflicts at General Synod, irrelevant
mailings from denominational offices, and the ever too-
large amount of denomination assessments are frequent
topics of the discussion.

But there is also another side. Sometime last year, our
denomination partnered with its sister-denomination,
the Christian Reformed Church, to create an interfaith
partnership program that I find very exciting. The goal is
to create peer learning groups among Christian and
Muslim congregations. What a great response to the
turmoil of our time!

I'was blessed enough to be accepted as one of four pastors,
two from the Reformed Church in America and two from
the Christian Reformed Church, to help to develop this
program. For this, the denomination will send me to our
Interfaith Al-Amana Centre in Oman and then to a week
of family life in another predominantly Muslim country,
most likely Egypt. This is scheduled for the last week in
October and the first of November this year. Parallel to
this, there will be books to read and reports to write.

The purpose of all this will become clearer in the time
after these travels. Then, we four pastors will try to
establish peer learning groups between Muslims and
Christians in our region. I very much hope that there will
be interest in our church family for this.

I feel already blessed all around! When I first mentioned
the project during my interviewing process with members
of the Search Team and the Consistory, I received a lot of
support. When I approached my Muslim friends at the
Turkish-American Peace Islands Institute and at the New
Brunswick Islamic Center, the support was similar.

Did you know that our denomination’s Interfaith Al-
Amana Centre in Muscat, Oman is the result of 124 years
of our involvement in Oman? Reformed missionaries
arrived in Oman in 1893 and our denomination built a
hospital there in 1904. Later, we added a Christian
school. In 1987 when the school closed, the Al Amana
Interfaith Centre was established “with the approval and
blessing of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos.”

These and other things can be found at the Centre’s
website http://www.alamanacentre.org. You can also go
to http://www.islam-in-oman.com. The latter is a
website sponsored by the Ministry of Endowments and
Religious Affairs of the Sultanate of Oman.



http://www.alamanacentre.org/
http://www.islam-in-oman.com/
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“VISIONS OF COLOR”
SPOTSWOOD REFORMED CHURCH
QUILTERS
QUILT RAFFLE TICKETS ARE
NOW AVAILABLE

Ask any member of the Elizabeth Circle or call the
Church Office and leave a message

The tickets are 50 cents each
Three for $1.00 or a
Book of 15 for $5.00
Drawing will be in November at the Annual Bazaar
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God made the seasons

Warmer weather means summer has arrived! God’s beautiful creation
is always changing, and we can praise God for every season.

= 1:- i RN I:; rerily f:/] H—,:
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Use this code to finish Genesis 8:22, NIV.

Genesis 8:22, NIV
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Prayer Requests

Donald Allen (Melanie Miller’s grandfather) — at home
in Princeton; Janet Applegate — at home in Old Bridge;
Rena Baker (Fay Knox’s sister) — at home with Fay and
Luke in Spotswood; Deanna Bobash (Kelly Ortt’s
mother) — at home in Sayreville; Shirley Bonnell (Kelly
Ortt’s cousin) — at a hospital in St. Petersburg, Florida;
Chris Broscious (Sharon Farmer’s son) — at home in
Kentucky; Kyle Davidson (Barbara Brain’s great
nephew) — at home in Oregon; Pat DeFazio — at home in
Monroe Twp.; Wendy DeGroot (Carole George’s
daughter) — in Wyoming; Teresa Dunlop (Margaret
Tierney’s sister) — at home in East Stroudsburg, PA;
Megan Farmer — at home in Monroe Twp.; Carole
George — at home in Helmetta; Dave Holzman (Kelly
Ortt’s friend) — at home in South River; Beverly Jawidzik
— at the Reformed Church Home in Old Bridge; Anthony
Martinez (Nancy Goretskie’s grandson) — at home in
Morganville; Susan Osieja (Kelly Ortt’s stepsister) — at
RWJ Hospital in New Brunswick; Francis Ortt (Kelly
Ortt’s father) — at home in Rockford, Illinois; Linda
Rodriguez (Shirley Leary’s and Barbara Jagemann’s
niece) — at home in Florida; Uziel Sasson (Kelly Ortt’s
friend) — at home in East Brunswick; Gloria Uhl — at
home in Spotswood; Cindy Ziloa (Eunice Harrigfeld's
daughter) — at home in South Amboy.
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Birthdays

September 3
September 7
September 9
September 9
September 17
September 20
September 22
September 22
September 23
September 27
September 29
October 3
October 11
October 11
October 13
October 15
October 21
October 24
October 27

Nancy Goretskie
Mandi Miller

Brielle Scheid
Louise Woods

Jim Halbert

Tom Lucas

Maggie Miller

Art Radozycki
Ethan Testa

Wendy DeGroot
Ron Jagemann
Mara Gahrmann
Bill Chillscyzn
Samantha Swiderski
Susan Michalowski
Cynthia Bishop
Charlie Romero
Peter Urbanowicz
Michael Arthur Redline

Reformed Church Home

Friends’ Birthdays

September 1
September 1
September 3
September 6
September 9
September 16
September 17
September 18
September 20
September 22
October 4
October 7
October 7
October 7
October 8
October 10
October 11
October 11
October 13
October 18
October 19
October 19
October 21
October 27
October 29

Patricia De Falco
Paul Lomangino
Ruth Litow

Linda Wilson
Elvira Zielinski
Lorraine Gunia
Richard Bagamary
Donato Baldassare
Josephine Maffei
Genevieve Lynk
Dolores Robertello
George Kracke
Joan Krempecki
Raymond Surma
Anne Wyer

Claire Hambas
Geralda Gontaine
Barbara Reed
Violet Ludvick
Norma Schaff
Connie Grzybowski
Peg Smith

Maria DaSilva
Lucille Alexander
Florence Wemmer
Dorothy LaCava

CWé }t Z— October 30
en )/ oy can , /A 4 Anniversaries
Septemb Bob & Carrie L
your prayer ito e B e
WOI/dg ) @04 é eﬂ//'g October 9 Kelly & Jan Ortt
October 17 Michael & Cheryl Redline
)/OW é eﬂ” : October 20 Al & Nancy Goretskie

September 13  Art & Linda Redocked
September 22 Chuck & Mary Ann Hager
If we missed your birthday or anniversary,
please contact the church office.
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For further information, and how to become involved in our church life, please call on
one or more of the following people:

Hartmut Kramer-Mills, Pastor
Joseph W. Woods, Pastor Emeritus

Kathryn Romero, Minister of Music, Alternate Elder Delegate to Classis

Linda Soley, Church Treasurer
Charles Uhl, Financial Secretary

Sherry Ruckdeschel, Administrative Assistant, Clerk of Consistory, Newsletter Editor

George Berry — Elder

Junetta Bunce — Elder, Interfaith Network of Care

Nancy Goretskie — Deacon

Rita Hussey — Sunday School Superintendent

Carrie Lawrence — Deacon, COHM Board Member
James Lockwood — Interfaith Network of Care
Jennifer Mullen-Sommer — Elder Delegate to Classis

Janice Ortt — Elder

Mark Ruckdeschel — Elder, Vice President of Consistory, Second Elder Delegate to Classis
Alice Ryan — Alice’s CUP Food Pantry Coordinator for SRC

Kim Miller - Deacon

Kevin Styles — Deacon

Michelle Tennill — Deacon
Margaret Tierney — Cemetery Chair

Peggy White — Elder, Elizabeth Circle President

Building & Grounds Team

TEAM MEMBERS

Christian Education Team

Finance Team

Kevin Styles — Team Chair
Nancy Cano

Kim Miller

Kelly Ortt

Charlie Romero

HOPE Team

Junetta Bunce
Carole George

Rita Hussey

Judie Nicol

Kathy Romero
Mark Ruckdeschel
Sherry Ruckdeschel
George Sliker
Peggy White

Pastoral Search Team

Kathy Romero — Team Chair
Carrie Lawrence

Kelly Ortt

Nikki Ortt

Mark Ruckdeschel

Sherry Ruckdeschel

Linda Soley

Margaret Tierney

Ken VanWageninge

Mark Ruckdeschel — Team Chair
Nancy Goretskie

Marcia Halbert

Victoria Halbert

Rita Hussey

Cassidy Ortt

Janice Ortt

Nikki Ortt

Mission & Outreach Team

George Berry — Team Chair
Chuck Hager

Linda Soley

Michelle Tennill

Charlie Uhl

Ken VanWageninge

Parsonage Task Force

Carrie Lawrence — Team Co-Chair
Laura Woods — Team Co-Chair
Pat DeFazio

Sharon Farmer

Eunice Harrigfeld

Pat Hilman

Judie Nicol

Alice Ryan

Barbara Sliker

Peggy White

Self-Study Team

Kathy Romero — Team Chair
Junetta Bunce

Nancy Cano

Rita Hussey

Carrie Lawrence

Jim Lockwood

Mark Ruckdeschel

Mia Styles

Sherry Ruckdeschel — Team Chair
Nancy Cano

Carole George

Judie Nicol

Ellen Popielarczyk

Linda Soley

Kevin Styles

Worship Team

Kathy Romero — Team Co-Chair
Carole George — Team Co-Chair
Mandi Miller

Carol Maluchnik

Sherry Ruckdeschel

Margaret Tierney

If you are interested in joining a Team, please contact that Team’s Chair.
Team Chairs, please contact the church office with any changes to Team memberships.

Thank you!




